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INDEPENDENT PUBLISHING FOR INDEPENDENT VOICES 

What are the Terms for Rights and Royalties? 
Last updated: 11 December 2025 

Rights and royalties can vary significantly between publishers, and each may have 
its own specific terms and agreements. It's important to carefully review the 
submission guidelines or contract provided by the publisher you are considering 
working with to understand their specific terms. 

Rights 
The rights granted by the author to the publisher can include various aspects such 
as: 

1. First Publishing Rights: This grants the publisher the exclusive right to 
publish the work for the first time. 

2. Print Rights: This grants the publisher the right to produce and distribute 
the work in print format, such as physical books. 

3. Digital Rights: This grants the publisher the right to produce and distribute 
the work in digital formats, such as e-books or audiobooks. 

4. Translation Rights: This grants the publisher the right to translate the work 
into other languages. 

5. Subsidiary Rights: This may include rights for adaptations, such as film or 
television rights, merchandising rights, or other derivative works. 

Royalties 
Royalties are the payments made to the author based on the sales or usage of their 
work. The specific royalty rates and payment terms can vary between publishers. 
Common royalty structures include: 

1. Percentage Royalties: The author receives a percentage of the net sales or 
revenue generated from the sale of their work. The percentage can vary 
depending on the format (print, digital, etc.) and the sales channel (direct 
sales, distribution, etc.). 

2. Advance Against Royalties: Some publishers may offer an advance 
payment to the author, which is an upfront payment against future royalties. 
Once the advance is earned out through book sales, the author starts 
receiving additional royalties. 

It's important to carefully review and negotiate the terms of rights and royalties 
with the publisher before signing any contract. 
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If you have specific questions or concerns about the terms, it's advisable to seek 
legal advice or clarification from a literary agent or lawyer specializing in publishing 
contracts. 

 


